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The Tabourie Motor Inn, or the “Hop In” as it was formerly named, was for a time owned by Terry and 
Cathy Maloney, who purchased the property in the late 70’s. They lived in the on-site residence with 
their three children. The Maloney’s were well respected in the area and did much to improve the motel, 
which impacted positively on the community. 

They certainly suffered their share of hardship, however. On 29 February 1980 a fire destroyed their 
residence and the garage and kitchen of the motel. There was also extensive damage to the dining area 
and the motel units. The Maloney’s lost all their personal possessions and things looked grim for the 
future of the motel. The Maloney’s didn’t give up though and the community rallied around to help 
rebuild the motel. Tragedy struck again in October of 1980, when Terry’s mother Evelyn, who was the 
chef at the motel’s public restaurant, was killed in a fatal car accident at Tabourie. 

Just prior to the fire the Maloney’s had decided to make major improvements to the motel, including 
making it fully accessible for wheelchairs. Ramps were installed and every unit was made fully 
accessible, with hand-held showers and all doors opening a full 180 degrees. The renovations included 
a pool and tennis courts and the total amount spent was $250,00. The motel reopened after these 
renovations in 1982. 
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